
Ash Wednesday 
 

February 10, 2016 
 

 

Welcome 
 

The Way of the Cross has long been a powerful part of the 

Christian faith tradition. Walking the path of Jesus has been a 

treasured way to commemorate the passion and death of Jesus. 
 

During our Wednesday evenings in Lent we will look at the 

different “stations” along the way of the cross and examine how 

Jesus shared our human experience and poured out his love for us.  Along the 

way, we will create our own “Stations of the Cross” in our worship space with 

artwork that depicts each step of Jesus’ journey. 
 

The way of the cross IS the way of life. It led Jesus to a resurrected life and this 

same path leads us to new life with him.  The cross is our destination and this 

path gives shape and focus to our life together. 
 

Included in tonight’s worship is the imposition of ashes.  This is an ancient 

tradition which gives this day its name.  Ashes remind us of our mortality and 

our need for Christ.  Our journey along the way of the cross begins here.  The 

imposition of ashes is completely voluntary. 
 

We welcome you to share in this journey with Jesus and we welcome you to 

Grace of God Lutheran Church. 

 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

(silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

Pastor: Merciful Father,  

People: we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, and are not worthy to be called your children.  

Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways.  

Bring us back to you as those who once were dead but 

now have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

  

X 

X 



IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

(for those who desire the ashes, please come forward down the center aisle.) 
 

Cantor: refrain 

All sing refrain:  

 

Cantor sings verses: 
 

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness, in your compassion, 

 Blot out my offense.  O wash me more and more from my guilt and 

my sorrow, and cleanse me from all of my sin. 
 

All sing refrain 
 

 

2. My offenses, truly I know them, and my sins are always before me; 

 Against you alone have I sinned, O Lord, what is evil in your sight I 

have done. 
 

All sing refrain 
 

3. Create in me a clean heart, O God, put your steadfast spirit in my 

soul.  Cast me not away from your presence, O Lord, and take not 

your spirit from me. 
 

All sing refrain 
 

4. Give back to me the joy of your salvation, let your willing spirit bear 

me up.  And I shall teach your way to the ones who have wandered, 

And bring them all home to your side. 
 

All sing refrain (repeat) 
 

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love.  Through the Holy Spirit, God 

gives life, freedom from the power of sin, and resurrection 

from the dead.  In the name of + Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven.  Live in newness of life.   

People: Amen 



THE FIRST STATION: 

JESUS PRAYS IN THE GARDEN OF OLIVES 
 

Leader: Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

All: you have set us free.   

 You are the Savior of the world. 
 

All sing: 

 
 

Reader 1: A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; 

and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said 

to them, ‘Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.’ Then 

he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 

prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not 

my will but yours be done.’  
 

Reader 2:  Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him 

strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.  When 

he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 

sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of 

trial.’ 

All sing: 

 
 
  



THE SECOND STATION: 

JESUS IS BETRAYED BY JUDAS 
 

Leader: Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

All: you have set us free.   

 You are the Savior of the world. 
 

All sing: 

 
 

Reader 1: A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
 

 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still 

sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 

of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Get up, let us be 

going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 

 

Reader 2:  While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with 

him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests 

and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a 

sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ 
 

All sing: 

 
 

HOMILY 
 

CHOIR  “O Jesus Every Moment” 

 



OFFERING   
 

(loose change collected in our offering will go towards high school scholarships for two 

students in Tanzania sponsored by Grace of God. When the offering basket has 

passed, those who have loose change may come forward and empty their “alms 

bowls” into the glass bowl.) 

 

PRAYERS 
 

(response to each petition) 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had 

mercy on us and given us your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.  We give 

you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ.  Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts that 

he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to 

receive him who comes to us in his body and blood. 
People: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Pastor: As a sign of our support of one another as we journey towards 

the cross, let us join hands as we pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen 

  



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: And also with you. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 

Scripture says, “Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes.”   1 Corinthians 11:26.  Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 

says, “Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the 

bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and drink.”  All 

baptized Christians who have been instructed in this confession of faith and who 

share our belief in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament for the forgiveness of 

sins are invited to the Lord’s Table today. Children who have not received their first 

communion are invited to come to the table and receive a blessing. 

 

As you approach the table down the aisles, receive an empty cup from the cart.   
 

 Proceed to the left or the right and gather around the altar. 

 After each gathered group has communed, they are dismissed in peace. 

 As you return to your seat down the side aisles, place your cup in the racks on 

the tables to your left or right.   

 Non-alcoholic wine is offered pre-filled cups for those who cannot drink 

alcohol. These cups are marked in the rack. 

 Gluten-free (and dairy-free and nut-free) wafers are offered in the small white 

bowl on the communion cart for those who prefer this option.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
  



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   

  

“Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

 
 

 

 

 
  



“Christ, the Life of All the Living” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep us in his grace. 

People: Amen 
 

PRAYER 
 

All:  Lord God, you have called your servants to 

ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 

paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 

knowing where we go, but only that Your hand is 

leading us and Your love supporting us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Pastor:  Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the (+) Son  and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

People: Amen 



HYMN  “Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley” 

 

 
2.   Jesus prayed for His disciples;  

 He prayed alone for you and me. 

O, nobody else could bear such sorrow; He 

prayed alone for you and me. 

 

3.  Jesus died on Calvary's mountain;  

 He died alone for you and me. 

O, nobody else could die for sinners; He had 

to die for you and me. 

 

4. Jesus rose from death's dark prison;  

 He lives again for you and me. 

O, nobody else could bring us victory; He is 

alive to set us free. 

 

5.  When I walk death's lonesome valley,  

 I will not walk it by myself, 

But Jesus the Lord will walk it with me, For 

He has walked it by Himself. 

 

 

 

  



SERVING IN WORSHIP TONIGHT 
 

 

 

 Worship leader and Preacher Jon Marxhausen 

  Elder Errol Bartz 

  Piano Mary Dinesen 

  Cantate Choir Director Mary Dinesen 

  Readers Ethan Onken and Kira Fallert 

  Cantor Chris Fallert 

  Violin Leah Marxhausen 

  Usher Tom Schoenberg 

  Greeter Angie McMorrow 

  Acolyte/Crucifer Kira Fallert 

 

Special thanks to Karen Schoenberg and Aly Henrichs for creating the “way 

of the cross” fabric columns. 

 
All are invited to a time of fellowship after worship. 

Thank you to Errol and Cindy Bartz for hosting tonight. 
 

(sign up to host next week’s fellowship time on the clipboard) 
 
 

 

ARTWORK 
 

Our “Way of the Cross” will feature artwork by Canadian artist Michael 

O’Brien who has given his permission for us to use and post his beautiful 

illustrations of the Biblical stations of the cross.  During Holy Week all will 

have the opportunity each day to take a personal journey on the way of the 

cross here at church. 

 

PRAYER WALL 
 

In the entryway is a wall where you can POST prayer concerns.  These prayer 

requests may be as specific as you desire.  Even just one word is sufficient! You 

may also TAKE a prayer that someone else has posted and use it as a reminder 

to pray for that particular concern.  In this way, we who are sojourners to the 

cross may lift up and support our fellow pilgrims along the way! 

 

ALMS FOR TANZANIA SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

During Lent we’ll be collecting coins to help provide student scholarships in 

Tanzania.  Currently, Grace of God helps provide scholarships for two 

students--- Elinata Msovela and Rukia Mgaya.  Our goal is $1,200! 

Alms bowls are available in the entryway to collect your coins. 

  

X 

X 



YOUTH BAKE SALE! 
@ Sunday, February 14 ~ before and after worship @ 

 

 

 

 

Valentine’s Day Dinner and Movie 
Sunday, February 14 at 5:00 pm 

 

All adults (singles AND couples) are 

invited to an Italian dinner (lasagna, 

bread, salad and a glass of wine) with a 

classic movie showing on our own Grace 

of God “big screen!” 

 

Cost is $8 a person.  Sign up today! 

Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee 

 
 

 

 

 

 


